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Abstract. The context for this workshop is the Covid-19 global pandemic and its impact on qualitative 
research. Globally, qualitative social researchers are having to re-think or plan their research to take 
into account the public health mandates including local/national lockdowns, travel and access 
restrictions, and necessity to wear face coverings and keep distance from others. In the UK, the 
National Centre for Research Methods has been funded to explore ‘Changing Research Practices for 
Undertaking Social Science Research in the Context of Covid-19’.  

This workshop aims to engage participants who are working on their methodological responses to 
researching during the pandemic. The workshop design draws on a workshop series the facilitators ran 
in the UK. Participants will discursively reflect on the core challenges in conducting field work, including 
shifts to online and other creative spaces, and the associated ethical and validity issues. A strategy of 
exploring recent research history with the visual metaphor of a river will assist participants to look 
afresh – at the rapids, meanders, whirlpools etc - of researching in Covid times. The expected outcome 
is renewed energy for keeping qualitative fieldwork going with (at least of the) problems shared and 
solved. The workshop will last for 90 minutes. 
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Necessary resources: No additional technical resources are needed to participate in the workshop, but 
participants should have experience of adapting or designing research for Covid-19 social conditions. 
They will need to come to the workshop having prepared an image of their research using the 
metaphor of a river.  
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